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that she is so great a favourite with the King, which
leaves her but few moments to bestow on Paris. Her
talents and her favour are so acknowledged, that most
people think she might be Prime Minister and a Cardinal,
if she pleased; and yet she is so moderate, and inattentive
to making her fortune, that she every now and then gives
it a wicked blow at pharaoh. "Whisk has stepped in
a little to save her, for you know, Madam, it takes a long
time to ruin oneself by odd tricks. Her house is extremely
pretty: her little cabinet and library charming. Madame
de Bentheim has a very fine house opposite to the Cours
de la Eeine. I was a little unlucky; it was a fine moon-
light thrown over the garden, river, and terraces. She
ordered me to admire the view; I rubbed my eyes and
those of my almanac, for I protest to you, on seeing
nothing but white, I thought it was December and a scene
of frost and snow.

The court is gone to Eontainbleau, whither they say
I must follow it; must I ? I don't love courts. Nay,
I saw this t'other day in its highest point of glory; the
wild beast of the Gevaudan is killed, and actually in the
Queen's antechamber at Versailles, where it was exhibited
to the foreign ministers and nous autres 6tr(mgers. It is
a very large wolf to be sure, and they say has twelve teeth
more than any of the species, and six less than the Czarina,
The Due de Richelieu, whose lamp is to go out in a ballet,
has ordered nine operas for Fontainbleau, but I am not
one of the beasts which their music would ever draw after it.
To tell you the truth, Madam, if I was a maker of nations,
I think I could make an agreeable one out of Prance and
England; but I do not quite like either as they are. I shall
not pick and choose the materials till I have seen a little
more of this country: the plan I invite you to adjust with
me some fine evening at Pitsburg, for thither I will returnespole.e le Blanc, Due de la Val-
